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Band Program Objectives 
 
 
We have two main objectives for the band program at Chisholm Trail High 
School. Our first objective is the development of musicianship in every student 
that is a part of our program. Through marching band, concert bands, individual 
playing assessments, Solo & Ensemble participation, etc., we seek to help each 
and every child develop a love of music and develop their skills in the following 
areas: 
 
• Tone 
• Rhythmic Accuracy 
• Note Accuracy 
• Articulation 
• Style 
• Dynamics 
• Expression 
 
Our second objective is the development of character in every student that is a 
part of our program. Participation in any good school music program will 
naturally involve your child growing as a person in addition to developing 
specific musical skills and abilities. We seek to develop all the following aspects 
of character in our band members: 
 
• Self-Discipline 
• Teamwork 
• Commitment 
• Honesty 
• Humility 
• Responsibility 
• Accountability 
• Leadership 
 
 
We believe that these objectives are a necessary part of fulfilling the mission of 
Eagle Mountain-Saginaw ISD: “to foster a culture of excellence that instills a passion 
for a lifetime of continuous achievement in every student.” 
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Ranger Regiment Marching Band 
 

Marching Band is easily our most visible activity in the course of a school year at 
Chisholm Trail High School. At between 150 and 160 members, we are one of the 
largest groups of any kind on campus, and are the single largest performing 
group every year. 
 
If you are new to our band, there is a lot to learn right away. Marching Band 
takes a lot of time and effort, but we believe that every minute we spend doing 
this activity is repaid in confidence, personal and musical growth, and in exciting 
musical and visual performances. 
 
Summer Band 
 
Our marching season officially begins each year around the last week of July. 
Specific rehearsal days and times can be found on the official Ranger Regiment 
Summer Calendar. These rehearsal days are required for those students who 
wish to march in the competition show. 
 
Varsity & Junior Varsity 
 
All members who auditioned for band in the spring, who show up to Summer 
Band rehearsals, and who are registered for a band class during the current 
school year are considered to be members of the Ranger Regiment Marching 
Band. All members will attend and play at football games and pep rallies.  
 
Each year during Summer Band, we will hold additional auditions for the varsity 
competition marching band show. Due to the large size of our band program, 
and the competitive nature of the marching band activity, it is necessary to select 
a smaller group that will be the varsity, or competition group. Again, it is 
important to point out that all band members are part of the Ranger Regiment, 
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this uniform, as it is literally like no other uniform in the world! There are several 
items that each student will need to own and bring every week (sometimes twice 
a week) to wear with the uniform. These items are listed below: 
 

• Black Compression Shorts 
• Black Compression Shirt 
• Long Black Socks 
• Black Marching Band Shoes 
• White Gloves (for woodwind and brass players) 

 
Each student needs to have these items every time we wear the uniform, as these 
items are part of the uniform. These items are included in band fees for all new 
members, and returning members have the opportunity to order them. If you 
still need one or more of these items, please contact Kristy Swaim 
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• Scales and Keys 
• Chords 
• Meter 
• Rhythm 

Building on this foundation, the course will progress to include more 
sophisticated and creative tasks, such as:  

• Melodic and harmonic dictation 
• Composition of a bass line for a given melody, implying appropriate 

harmony 
• Realization of a figured bass 
• Realization of a Roman numeral progression 
• 
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Master Schedule 
 
1st Period – Snare Drum/Tenor Drum Class (Fall) & Wind Ensemble Class 
 
2nd Period – Bass Drum Class (Fall) & 
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CTHS Band Instrument Recommendations 
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CTHS Percussion Supply List     
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Policies & Procedures 
 

General Policies 
 

• Chewing gum is not allowed at any event where you will be playing your 
instrument (e.g., rehearsal, football game, concert), or in uniform or in the 
band hall. 

• Respect authority and others, including their personal property. 
• Drinking, drugs, tobacco, and vaping are strictly prohibited; all school 

district policies regarding these are in force during any band activity 
regardless of location. 

• All Chisholm Trail HS and Eagle Mountain-Saginaw ISD rules, including 
dress code, will be enforced during all band activities, regardless of 
location. 

• If you need to turn in money to the Band Boosters, write a check to 
CTRRBB (Chisholm Trail Ranger Regiment Band Boosters), put the check 
in an envelope with the student’s name on it, as well as what the money is 
for, then put the envelope in the Boosters’ Box at the front of the Large 
Band Hall. This is a locked safe on the wall, and your money will be safe 
there. 

• Students shall not damage equipment, facilities, or the property of others. 
 

Travel Policies 
 

• Bus lists will be posted before each trip; you may only sign up for yourself, 
and never for another student. For marching season, we will retain the same 
bus lists for the entire season. 

• Students must have filled out their travel permission form in order to 
travel with the band. 

• There will always be at least one adult on each bus when we travel; 
students will respect the authority of that adult, regardless of who it is, as 
a person designated by the band directors to supervise them. 

• We want our group to maintain a reputation among our bus drivers of 
being the most well-behaved students in the school district. For this 
reason, the following bus rules will !"#!$%&'(&)*&(++(,-, regardless of the 
nature of the trip: 

o Band students are expected to follow all rules laid out in the school 
district’s Student Handbook and Code of Conduct. 

o Students will remain seated, and facing forward, at all times. 
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o Do not put heads or arms out the windows. 
o Uniforms must be either worn or carried on hangers. 
o No hitting or banging on bus seats (this includes drumming). 
o No shoe polish writinging
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• When a rehearsal or class is over, put your instrument away in your 
instrument locker, and lock the locker. >?@A5&!*1&-/(&B!*4(3&B(4)6(*-&
'!*1&23743!65&!,,(2-&*7&")!')")-$&+73&)*%-306(*-%&-/!-&1)%!22(!3&+376&
0*"7,;(1&"7,;(3%C 

• Do not leave your instrument in the boys’ or girls’ locker room, unless it is 
a flute, clarinet, or oboe; and you leave it in your locker. 

• Do not leave your instrument on the floor of the upstairs storage room. 
• Food and drink are not permitted in any band hall spaces (including both 

band halls, practice rooms, color guard room, etc.), 
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• Ask good questions! 
• If you need a drink of water, get up out of your chair and go get a drink 

from the water fountain. We trust you not to abuse this. 
 

Uniform Policies 
 

• Band members will always wear the uniform with pride in oneself, and 
with respect for the organization. This means wearing the uniform 
properly, and with all required items. 

• A band member will wear no exposed jewelry while in uniform; this 
includes earrings. 

• Gum chewing while in uniform (even partial uniform) will never be 
allowed. 

• The only hats we will ever wear with the uniform are the uniform shako 
and your black CT ball cap. Do not wear any other hat with the uniform, 
even while getting dressed. 

• Every time we change out of the uniform, we will hang it up properly so 
that it continues to look great and does not get wrinkled. 

 
Football Game Policies 
 

• We will meet in the band hall immediately after school on any day where 
we have a football game. Do not make the group wait for you! 

• If we have an away game, it is important that every student pitches in and 
does their job to get the band trailer loaded as quickly as possible. 

• No food or drink other than water will be allowed in the stands during a 
football game. 

• Keep your phone put away during the entire football game. 
• Students are required to stay with the band after football games, and will 

be dismissed as a group when all equipment and uniforms have been put 
away and the locker rooms are clean. 

 
Social Media Policies 
 

• We believe that social media gives our students a great opportunity to 
celebrate our program, our school, and our community, and we encourage 
our students to engage with us via social media. 

• Negativity on social media will not be tolerated, whether toward other 
students in our band program, members of other band programs, or 





 19 

6. Missed bus 
7. Illness other than immediate family 
8. Work 
9. Detained by train 
10. Vacation 
 
Parents/students should e-mail a Band Director no later than 24 hours prior to 
any missed rehearsal, but please keep in mind that band directors are not 
required to excuse an absence simply because a parent has communicated the 
absence ahead of time. We realize that emergencies sometimes arise, such that 
24-hour notice is impossible to provide. In this case, do your best to contact a 
director as soon as possible, and please provide a doctor’s note upon return.  
 
Students and parents are responsible for checking the calendar (posted at 
http://emsisd.com/Page/13702) and scheduling work, medical, dental, and other 
appointments, as well as trips, in times that do not conflict with scheduled 
rehearsals or performances. CTHS teachers are required to provide before and 
after school tutorials. Ask your sponsor about alternate club meeting times. 
 
While academics remain the number one priority for all students, you must learn 
to manage your time wisely. “I had a lot of homework last night...” will not 
suffice as an acceptable excuse for missing rehearsal. It is up to students to learn 
to balance their responsibilities! Directors will help with this, but planning is key! 
 
Unexcused Absence Consequences will be as follows: 
1st Offense: Loss of ability to play in the stands at the next football game (or to 
perform at halftime for color guard members) 
2nd Offense within a Month: Parent Contact and Show Spot will be opened up to 
competition from others 
For persistent unexcused absences: Removal from the program 
For unexcused absences from any band performance: A grade of Zero 
 
Communication is the key whether the absence is excused or unexcused. 
Clarification of facts is very important in many situations as we progress through 
marching season. Students that attempt to deceive the directors regarding the 
nature of their absence will be referred to their Assistant Principal for 
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Band Fees 
 

 
Membership Fee - $835 
 
The band fee is the same for all members, but some members (especially new 
members) may need to purchase more additional items than others. Examples of 
these additional items include compression gear to wear with band uniform, 
marching shoes, CT ball cap, etc. 
 
These fees cover the following: 
 

• Required Uniform Items (show shirt, shorts, compression gear, etc.) 
• Food (when we have a game, contest, etc., we feed students!) 
• Instruction (this partially covers the cost of bringing in outside help) 

 
It is important to note that band fees only /("2&,7<(3 the true cost of a season of 
band. The total cost of instruction, marching band show design, flags, guard 
uniforms, props, etc. is far more than we bring in through the band fees. The 
deficit is made up in fund-raising each year.  
 
This is why fund-raising is so crucial to our success, and why you will be asked 
to participate in fund-raisers throughout the year. If you get asked to help with a 
fund-raiser, and you’re able to do it, 2"(!%(&/("2&70-C Every fund

•
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EMS ISD High School Band Letter Jacket Requirements 
 
Students may be awarded only one letter jacket from one activity. !"#$%&'()*%+$'$,-./%0-$
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How Parents Can Help 
 

 
You may be asking how you, as a parent, can help your child to be musically 
successful while he or she is participating in the CTHS band program, or how 
you can assist with the needs of the program yourself. Below are a few 
suggestions: 
 

• Show an interest in the musical study of your child. 
• Help your child arrange a regular time to practice. 
• Find a quiet place where he or she can practice without interruption. 
• Listen to performances of practice material when asked to do so. 
• Help your child keep a daily record of practicing. 
• Come up with some kind of reward system for daily practicing that fits 

your family. 
• Keep the instrument in good repair, and keep at least three reeds in the 

case (for reed players, of course); invest in a metronome and tuner! 
• Encourage your child to be extra careful with school-owned instruments; 

repair costs can be very high! 
• Teach your child to be prepared and on time to each rehearsal or lesson. 
• Provide private instruction! 
• Emphasize the importance of faithful attendance at all band activities to 

your child. 
• Buy your child a personal planner for marking important dates, or teach 

them how to do this with their smartphone, if they have one. 
• Keep the handbook in a safe place and refer to it often. 
• Notify the appropriate teacher if your child is to be absent for rehearsal or 

lessons. 
• Visit rehearsals occasionally! 
• Attend booster meetings, football games, concerts, and contests. 
• Sign up to be part of a band booster committee (Hospitality, Sales, Fund-

Raising, Equipment Crew). 
• Make payments of band fees on time. 
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Whom Do I Ask for Help? 
 

For Parents 
 
When a band question arises, it is important that you get factual information 
before discussing it with others. We do more harm to ourselves, the band family, 
when we talk about things that contain one or more falsehoods presented as 
facts. If questions arise, it important to remember these guidelines: 
 

• If it is a question about rehearsal, performance, or anything else dealing 
directly with a band activity, contact the band director. 

• If it is a fund-raising question, a question about band fees, a question 
about volunteering, or anything dealing with parent issues, contact the 
booster club president (ctrrbbpresident@gmail.com) 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
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night. You must email in advance, then check in with a director, and we must see 
you and your child together before releasing them into your care. 
 
Q. My daughter tells me she keeps getting asked by her section leader to go to 
sectionals; what is a section leader, and what are sectionals? 
 
A. Our band is large enough that we rely greatly on the work of student 
leadership; a section leader is one of the most important leadership roles in the 
band. Sectionals are student-led outside section rehearsals where students get 
extra help with music and marching. 
 
Q. If my child becomes academically ineligible during marching season, will 
we receive a partial refund of band fees? 
 
A. Thanks for asking! Unfortunately, we cannot offer refunds for this reason, as 
by this point in the season, we have already spent most of the money we have 
taken in for the year. 
 
Q. My child wants to continue playing their instrument, AND participate in 
color guard. Is that possible? How does that work? 
 
A. Your child will have to be in two classes (the 8th period color guard class and 
whatever concert band class your child has made). 
 
Q. I’ve been asked to work a fundraiser; if I do it, will my child’s band fees be 
reduced? 
 
A. Thanks for your question! Unfortunately, this is not possible for two reasons: 

1. The fund-raisers that we do are intended to make up for the difference 
between what we bring in through band fees and what band actually costs 
for a year; to reduce band fees based on fund-raiser participation would 
defeat the purpose. 
2. Working a fund-raiser that benefits an individual by providing a 
reduction of band fees could endanger our non-profit status. See below: 
 

“If a booster club confers a benefit on a participant in return for their fundraising activities, such 
as by crediting amounts raised by a participant toward that participant’s dues requirement, or by 
crediting amounts raised against the cost of a trip, the booster club is providing a private benefit 
to that participant.  


